truck was coming. "Take the set and beat it into the woods," said
Mathilde. Jean-Francois hesitated, he didn't want to leave two
women alone. The men of the Gestapo were getting out of the
truck. "It's an order," said Mathilde. When the German police
entered die farm they found two silent women, dressed in black
quietly knitting. After a purely routine search they made their

excuses and left.

*

Augustine's daughter, who is seventeen, has joined us. She had
been wanting to for a long time. She took advantage of Mathilde's
visit and of her authority to force her mother's consent. Madeleine
will be paired as a liaison agent with Felix's widow, who is doing
very good work.

When we ask people who, without belonging to an organisa-
tion, help us to conceal arms, to take in comrades, when we ask
them what would give them pleasure, they often answer, "Have
the B.B.C. say something for us." This seems to them a wonder-
ful reward.

We had a very reliable relay in V., an old petrol station,
closed since the armistice and kept by a little old man with tearful
eyes, of exemplary faithfulness and discretion. We had had to
abuse his services. Absolute prudence is impossible. There are so
many losses that we are forced to overload those who remain at
liberty.

Two Gestapo agents appeared one day before the little old
man. He received them very gently, and when they permitted him
to put down his arms he took a revolver from under a pile of rags
and killed them* Then he went out and called to the driver of the
German car for help. As the other came running he put a bullet
through his neck and fled in the Gestapo car.

Madeleine and Felix's widow have been arrested. Denounced
by a militiaman. Mathilde has decided he must die.
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